






















courts pronounced a few dozen Nazi or Japanese leaders 
guilty of crimes against humanity and hanged or impris
oned the convicted. But many more Axis officers and of
ficiais escaped or were never charged. To prevent highly 
skilled German scientists and engineers from falling into 
Soviet hands, the U.S. government office known as the Joint 
Intelligence Objectives Agency initiated a postwar program 
called Operation Paperclip to bring as many of them as pos
sible to America to work. These individuals included many 
former members of the Nazi Party, including war criminals. 
The agency, however, deliberately doctored, disguised, or 
hid the biographies of many of these individuals and gave 
them American security clearances. 

The war ended with American, British, and Soviet troops 
in control of different parts of Germany. Those states agreed 
to occupy three separate military zones, plus a fourth one for 
France. Berlin, the bombed-out German capital, lay inside 
the designated Soviet zone but was to be governed jointly 
by the four powers. The occupiers outlawed the Nazi Party, 
disbanded the German army, and arrested and interrogated 
thousands of Nazi officials, though some escaped by join
ing the stream of civilian refugees. After Japan surrendered, 
300,000 mostly American troops fanned out across the Pa
cifie islands to enforce the authority of the new occupation 
government under its supreme commander General Doug
las MacArthur. 

Empires 

The pattern of global power changed drastically in the five 
years after the war. The German, Japanese, and Italian em
pires vanished, and the United States and the 
Soviet Union emerged as the big imperial win
ners. American global influence in some ways 
echoed the "informai empires" of Britain and 
France in the nineteenth century. The United 
States did not directly take charge of large for
eign territories, except for its temporary occu
pations in Germany, Japan, and other former 
Axis states. Rather, it entered into accords and 
treaties to aid and defend friendly countries, 
and if rose to dominate the postwar interna
tional trade and financial system. It also pro
jected armed might-a navy and air force that 
ranged around the world, a large concentra
tion of troops in western Europe, and numer
ous foreign military bases. By the mid-1950s 
the United States had 450 bases in more than 
thirty-five countries. Within less than a decade 
of the war, the Central Intelligence Agency en
gineered or helped engineer the overthrow of 
elected governments in Iran (1953) and Guate
mala (1954) as perceived threats to American 
political and corporate interests. 

Russia asserted influence abroad informally, though with 
particularly heavy-handed tactics in eastern Europe. Mos
cow made sure that friendly and cooperative Communist 
Party officials ruled the eastern third of Germany and, by 
1948, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, 
and Albania. (Stalin had absorbed the Baltic states of Esto
nia, Latvia, and Lithuania into the Soviet Union in 1940.) 
Finland, Yugoslavia, and Austria remained politically neu
tral, whereas Greece and Turkey eventually became allies 
of the United States. In Asia the Soviets established close, 
if sometimes rocky relations with the communist regimes 
that took control in China, North Korea, and Vietnam in the 
decade following the war. In the rest of the world the two 
new superpowers began to compete intensely for political 
and economic sway. 

American power in action. The United States emerged 
from the war with much greater industrial capacity than 
any other country. It had abunda.rlt cheap energy, mammoth 
stores of foreign currency, and a banking system to which 
other countries owed billions. Even though at that point the 
country depended little on the rest of the world, the Amer
ican public favored continued international engagement in 
much greater numbers than after World War I. Many Amer
icans feared a replay of the catastrophic economic crisis that 
had fed Nazi success. If the wealthiest state in the world did 
little to assist the damaged economies of Europe and East 
Asia, social discontent might breed new versions of Hîtler. 
The United States, internationalists argued, had muchto gain 
by helping war-tom countries, both allies and foes, get back 
on the road to recovery; This would presumably strengthen 
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Despite Russia's immense wartime lasses, 
Stalin drove the Soviet industrial economy to 
rapid postwar recovery. Like the United States, 

Oelegates at the Bretton Woods conference, 1944. Representatives from all forty-four 
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Allied nations signed international monetary and trade agreements intended to revive 

the global economy. 
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democratic and capitalist institutions. Most Americans also 
favored new international bodies that would terminate the 
era of protectionism and lackluster trade that had generally 
prevailed since 1914. The Atlantic Charter, which Roosevelt 
and Churchill had signed in August 1941, envisioned a post
war world in which all states would have "access, on equal 
terms, to the trade and to the raw materials of the world."23 

In July 1944, less than a month after the Allied invasion 
of France, representatives from more than forty countries 
met in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire. There, they es
tablished the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(World Bank). They also formulated new rules and proce
dures designed to liberalize trade, prime the pump of capi
tal investment in war-damaged countries, and stabilize the 
global currency exchange system. 

The United States loomed over the Bretton Woods con
ference and the numerous international meetings that fol
lowed. In 1947 President Truman announced the Marshall 
Plan, named after George C. Marshall, the secretary of 
state, to flood Europe with reconstruction aid, eventually 
about $14 billion in direct grants. Truman contended that 
revival of international commerce and cooperation de
pended on Europe's robust recovery, including Germany's. 
Lavish aid would also presumably check the influence of 
Soviet-backed communist parties. For similar reasons, the 
United States awarded Japan an aid package of $500 million 
to rekindle its civilian economy. 

The American vision· of a world 
of sovereign states trading freely and committed to one 
another's security in the framework of a capitalist world 
economy included support of the United Nations organi
zation. Founded just before the end of the war, this new 
club of states aimed to promote international cooperation 
in numerous spheres, including economic development 
and human rights. Unlike the League of Nations, its trou
bled predecessor, the UN Charter assigned peacekeeping 
responsibilities to a fifteen-member Security Council with 
power to deploy troops, if necessary, to resolve interna
tional conflicts before they got out of hand. The five per
manent members of the council-the United States, the 
Soviet Union, Britain, France, and China (represented by 
the nationalist government)-retained the power to veto 
resolutions. In 1945 the world had high hopes that these five 
victorious allies would work together constructîvely to pre
vent new conflicts. Instead, the Soviet Union and the other 
four permanent members became immediately engaged in 
disputes and rivalries, even though numerous economic 
and cultural projects got under way. 

Allies to adversarîes: The After the 
war, one event after another aggravated relations between 
the United States and the Sovie t Union. On both sicles, every 
tactical military move, every initiative to make new · allies, 
and every hard-line political announœment tended to com
pound the antagonism until it hardened into a permanent 

state of affairs, a Cold War 
that stopped short of any 
disastrous military clash. 

Even before the war 
ended, American and So
viet leaders viewed world 

Cold War The state of antag
onism, distrust, and rivalry that 
existed between the United 
States and the Soviet Union 
and their respective allies from 
the end of World War Il to the 
late 1980s. 

prospects through different 
geopolitical . prisms. The United States. and Britain agreed
that Russia deserved special influence in postwar Eastern 
Europe considering that victory over Germany in 1945 de
pended on the Soviet advance to Berlin. They also knew 
that during the three years of fighting leading to the Allied 
landing at Normandy in June 1944, the Red Army had been 
responsible for more than 90 percent of Germany's military 
casualties. Shortly after the war, however, the Soviets took 
actions the Western powers regarded as uncooperative and 
intimidating. It made daims to special influence over Turkey. 
It took its time pulling troops out of Iran. It kept three mil
lion soldiers under arms compared to half that number in the 
U.S. services. Stalin positioned most of these troops between 
Russia and Western Europe. To him, this deployment had a 
compelling logic, considering that his country had been in
vaded from that direction just a few years earlier. When the 
Western European democracies looked east, however, they 
saw Soviet tank and infantry divisions facing them. 

Moscow also saw U.S. political and economic influence 
growing in nearly every country in the world that So
viet. troops did not actually occupy. They watched as pro
American politicians in France and Italy tried to subvert 
strong communist parties by denying them participation in 
governing cabinets. And they regarded the Bretton Woods 
plan for a new era of international capitalism as a threat to 
the Soviet socialist experiment. Stalin continued to strive 
for economic self-sufficiency apart from the global capitalist 
system. At the same time, the United States did nothing to 
negotiate compromises that might have led to greater Rus
sian participation. 
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