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PACIFIE

DECOLONIZATION AND NATION BUILD

After World War I Germany, Austria- Hungary, and th
many colonies and dependencies were transferre
and France. In the two decades following World Wa 11
independence (see Map 31.2 Cucumstances differe D
Asian countries, where colonial rule was of 1ong sta

- tries, commtinications n‘»tworks, and education syster
decolonized nations faced dxre economlc problems and

. ethmc differences.

 Most Latin Amq ncan nations had achxeved pnlm
tury (see Chapter 25). Following World War II, mass p
on the related i sue of economic soverelgmy-—freedu‘

and the Chinese settled into the exhausting deadlo
and national development captivated the rest of the wo

After partmon in 1947 the mdependent sta’res of Indiz
Muslim Paklstan defmed itself accordmg to. reiugm ar

‘along wnh a large share of tramed civil setvants an
ulation was Hindu and most of the rest Muslim.
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Decolonization
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country pursued a generally democratic and socialist 1i
trast, did break up. In 1971 the Bengali-speaking easte
pendent country of Bangladesh. During the fighting I
Pakistan. Despite their shared political heritage, India
cooperation difficult and have pursued markedly dl,
social-paths:

During the war the Japanese supported anti-Bri
their enemy; they also encouraged the aspirations

ples. In the Dutch East Indies, Achmad Sukarno (190
hope that the Dutch, who had dominated the regiol
tury, could be expelled. The Dutch finally negotiat
dictator of the resource-ricl
when a military coup ousted him and brutally elim
nist Party. The nation’s large Chinese ethnic commi
period, and the new Indonesian government atte
decades of ethnic tension and discrimination.
1n:1946 the ‘United States kept its promise of post
Islands but retained close economic ties and leases o
granted independence to Burma (now Myanmar
Malay Federation the same year. Singapore; once me
pendent city-statein 1965. = -

The Struggle for Independence in A

Between 1952 and 1956 France granted mdependen
retain Algeria. France had controlled this colony for
- ent; in 1950, 10 percent of the Algerian populat

France also granted political rights to the settler popul
political and economic integration in the French
this arrangement, and most resented their contin

The Vietnamese military victory over France i
in Algeria, during which both sides acted brutal
the Front de Libération National FLN), was  support
sought the emancipation of all Arah peopies Fr
fought to the bitter end. When Algeria fmally wol
nists returned to France. Since few Arabs had receive
mined the economy Despite harsh feelings left by th
indissoluble economic tiesto France, and Algeria
decades that followed.

Independence yas achleved in most of sul

embraced the 1cLea nfmdependen .
Western nationalist nd egalitarian ’deals also

African nationalists were able t;z take 1 dvamage
Schools, labor as ions, and the col
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African leaders in the sub-Saharan French coloni but it was unable to defeat the movement. Facing growing
parts in British colonies to call for full independ ¢ . Africa freed Mandela from prison in 1990 and began the tra
Free French movement of General Charles de Gaul]e ) . ters 32 and 33)

‘Equatorial Africa, seemed to offer dramatic changes
troops and supplies of Prench African colonies, de Gaulle
cratic government, broader suffrage, and greater acce
ment. He had also promised better educatwn and h

in the colonial system. He had not promxsed indepen: 1
self-government ultimately pmved irresistible.

‘Most Africans elected to office following the refo
the French policy of job rotation, they had typically s

and Ied to a heavy loss of life and great property di
power in a military coup that included the assassinati
prime minister. Once in power, Mobuto mainta
ments until driven from powerin 1997. . :

The opposition of European settler commu
‘While the settler minority tried to defend white supre
‘were committed to the creation of nonracial sc
guetrilla movements successfully fought to end Portu
Their efforts led to both the overthrowof the antidemec
independence the following year. After a ten-year figh
of Southern Rhodesia accepted African'majotity rule
country’s name to Zimbabwe, the name of a great «

-arrival of European settlers.

South Africa and neighboring Namlbla remamed i
longer. The large white settler population of South Af
Britain in 1961 but kept the black and mixed-race maj
the races in a system they called apartheid (a-PART:
settlersmadeup 13 ;aércem of the population but ¢«
mining, and commercial enterprises,‘ and the govern:
regation in housing, education, and employment confi
age (10 percent of the population) and South A: :

Indigenous Africans, 74 percent of the populatio
tions on housing, freedom of moverent, and access t
created fictional African "h,omelandsf’, as a way of den
political rights, Not untike Amerindian reservations,
regions far from the more dynamic and prosperous u
and lacking investment, they were impoverished and 1

The African National Congress (ANC), formed
Diversity and Dominance; Race and the Struggle for Ju
on demonstrators in the African town of Sharpeville
protestby Africans, a lawyer named Nelson Mandela
the ANC. The government sentenced Mandela to life in:




wealthy Cubans. Cuba's government wa
of Amenca, interests. As reform mmde

Castms Argentme -born chlef heutenam

Tution in Latin America, had wtmessed the

believed that confrontation with the United

the existing mlhtarylead rship and | begm revolutmnar
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nference,
;awahar]al
jte hat)

on the Soviet Unio:
the strategy that h
temala, -an armj
the CIA landed at 1
Castro: The Cu

in a matter
planned the i
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embarrassme
missile crisi

strated that rev
American po

BEYOND A BIPOLAR WORLD
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