


he Cold War and‘ Decolonization, 1945-1975

The Cold War military rivalry led to extraordinary
associated technologies, but many new nations faced ba
their citizens, nurturing industry, and escaping the ec
by their former imperialist rasters. The environment
from oil exploration and transport to support the growi
nations and from deforestation and urbanization in poo
poor nations fully anticipated the ultimate costs that. wou
environmental changes.

THE COLD WAR

iron curtain Winston
Churchill’'s term for the Cold

Cold War The ideological
struggle between communism
{Soviet Union) and capitalism
{United States) for world infly-
ence. The Cold War came to
an end when the Soviet Union
dissolvediniggr.

 North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) Organization
formed in 1949 as a military

 alliance of western European
and North American states
against the Soviet Union and
its east European allies,

Warsaw Pact ‘The 1955 treaty

binding the Soviet Union and -

 countries of
tion:
Unite’d‘N ions - International
organization fourided in 1945
~ to promote world peace and
eration. It replaced the

For more than a century, political and economic leaders in the inds
socialism as 4 threat to free markets and private property. Thi
the destabilizing eéconomic effects of the Great Depression heig]
alliance between the United States; Great Britain, and the Soviet U
despite these antagonisms and fears. With the defeat of Germs
assertiveness in Burope and communist insurgencies in-China
Western leaders the threat of worldwide revolution, i
Western leaders identified the Soviet Union as the sponsor of wi
tary power capable of launching a war as destructive and torr
As early as 1946 Great Britain’s wartime leader, Winston Churc
souri, “From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curi
the Continent. , ., 1am convinced there is nothing they {thécom,
strength, and there is nothing for which they have less respect tha
tary weakness.” The phrase “iron curtain” became a watchword
political tension and military rivalry then ‘beginning between the
and the Soviet Union and its allies. .
Each side viewed every action by its rival a direct threat. Fearfi
the United States and the nations of western Europe established a i
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO]). Soviet leaders, struggling
rible losses sustained in the war against the Axis, responded by crear
ance, the Warsaw Pact, in 1955, The distrust and suspicion of the two a
ouit on a worldwide stage, ‘

The United Nations ,

In1944 representatives from the United States, Great Britain; the Sov
proposals thatled toa treaty called the United Nations Charter, ratified
the earlier League of Nations, the United Nations had two main bod
with representatives from all member states; and the Security Cou

members--China (the ar ticommunist Chinese government based inTa
Great Britain, the United States, and the Soviet Union—and seven rotati

 bureaucracy headed by a Secretary General carried out the organizati

and directed agencies fo

tentific and Cultural Organizati
n). Uh
dies, the United Nations operat
urity Councilhad veto p

makes Joans to countries
sconomic development,
ade promotion, and debt
onsolidation, lts formal .
ame is the International

mous agreement in both delib
exceptthat the five permanent memb

_ All signatories to the United Natios
ertheless, peacekeeping, 1 [ €
permanent members exercised their vetoe: to protect their allies and interest
Cold War the United Nations was seldom able toforestall or quell international ¢
from time to time it sen bservers ot peacekeeping forces to monitor truces
tional agreements. - ~ H

evelopmient. F

k for Reconstruction and -

and Britain undermined toop'era‘q
of the world held reserves of dollars to maintain
“Union established a closed monetary

In Western countries, supply and
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During World War I the U.S. economy escaped.
thie lingering effects of the Great Depression (see
Chapter 30) as increased military spending and the
military draft raised employment and wages. Dur-
ing the war, U.S. factories were converted from the
-production of consumer goods 1o weapons. ‘With
peace, the pent-up demand for consumer goods led
to a period of rapid economic growth and prosperity.
Europe, still rebuilding from the destruction of the
war, at first lagged behind. : -

World War I had heavily damag
of western Europe. Bombs had flattened cities

£

ade 1967 At the height of the Cold War the an
bration in Moscow became a demonstratiori of Soviet

ments sought a greater role
1n Great Britain, for example, the Lab
urope after World  steel, railroads, and health care. Simi
61 more than $20 - the auto, banking, and insurance indus ies; and
aconomic aid had vided large infusions of capital for rebuilding
sed economicplanning. . - ,

' In 1948 European nations initiated a process of economic cooperation and int
the creation of the Organisation for European Economic Co-operation (OEEC).
cooperating on coal and steel production. Located in disputed border areas, these
previously been flash points that led to war. With success in th 1

: ; owered tariffs to encourage trade. Then in 1957 France, Wes sek
| Economic Com- Belgium, and Luxembourg signed a treaty creating the European
‘ommon Market] An  known as the Common Market. B c
n promotingeco- - United States in industrial producti
ity in Europe, formed . Greece, Ireland, Spain, Portugal, F
consolidation of ear Eiiropean Union (BU) in 1993 toref
limited, agreements. . - The resulting prosperity brought dramaticc
addition of many new. 1 creaced and social welfare benefits expand
t meme. the Euro- ’ " pensions,
on (EU}inigg3. .- % :

policy. From the Sov
{o determine the production, distribution; and price of goods. The go

Many leaders of newly independent sl,,aies, having wbn

European colonial : e o eir nation’s iny tered neatly every area of the society, including housing, medical
pean al powers, preferred the Soviet Union’s socialist example to . . : : o :

their former masters. Thus,

lative success of economi 3
models became part of the ment. e

Id War argument. Each side trumpeted economi

sured by industrial output, changes in per capita income, and productivity gain: '

and the land. Despite many problems, the Soviet state achieved

' inbasic industrial production.

D . the economies of the So ietUnion inVitseastern Euro]
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The Soviet command economy had enormous nattiral res
dant energy at its disposal. It also benefited from the stat
scientific education and heavy industries during the 19;

As:a tesult, recovery was rapid at first, creating
and gmwth However, as industrial production throu;
goods such as television sets and automobiles rathi
bureaucratic control became obvious. By the 1970s
ened: Soviet industry failed to meet domestic denia !
and consumer electronics, while Soviet agricultura pi
needs. More significant still, the Sovlet Union fell bel
calinnovation.

West Versus East in Europe,and Ko
In Germany, Austria, and Japan, the end of the waj
ernments.controlled by the victors. The Soviet Uni
ments in neighboring states that included a mix
Tocal communist groups or to the Soviets. In the
remembered the Soviets as enemies of the fascists an.
parties. As relations between the Soviets and the We:
gained a series of political victories across eastern E
of communist regimes in Pnland Czechoslova k

By 1948 the United States viewed the Soviet Ui
United States had seemed amenable to the Soviet de:
the Bosporus and Dardanelles straits at war's end, b
Greece to resist Soviet military pressure and local ¢
the line against further Soviet expansion led 10, the
and to the decision to allow’ West Germany torearm
saw Pactin 1955asa strategic counterweight to NAT

Increased hosnht,y did not fead to a direct mil

Berhn
In tur

1956, Then, in 1968, Somet tmops repressed a peaci
slovakla, makmg clear that, hke the West, it would

be defended if they “feil to ‘bourge is forces‘ :
nist eastem Europe would ‘be mvaded 1f it de
capltahsm

By the end of the S

'noncommumst South Kcr ae erged as mdependent
Korean War Conflictthat - IHVaded South Korea. The nued Nations Securi 3
began with North Korea's inva-
sionof South Korea and that ¢
came to involve the United ally of South Korea, Vlctorms yAmencan and South K
Nations [primarily the United - north until the People’s Republic of Chma entered the
States) allying with South - nist regime.
Korea and the People’s Repub- Because the United Siates feared that lau nching at,
lic of China allying with North - - aly, the Soviet Union; to retaliate, the conflict remained]
Korea. . the contending armies eventually teached a stalemate along
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Vietnam War Conflict pitting
North Vietnam and South
Vietnamese communist
guerrilias against the South
Vietnamese government,
aided after 1961 by the United
States. -

of refuges among civilian populations. This policy under-
mined support for the South Vietnamese government in th

countryside.

sides agreed to.a truce but could not agree to a formal peace treat
warfare between the two Koreashas lingered until the present.

The United States and Vietnam

The most important postwar communist movement arose in Fr
Asia. The Vietnamese leader Ho Chi Minh (hoe chee min) (1890-
in France during World War T'and helped form the French Commu:
ing in Moscew, he returned to Vietnam to found the Indechina Co:
refuge in China during World War 11, Ho cooperated with the U
trolled Vietnam.
At war's end the French government was determined to ke
Chi Minh's nationalist coalition, called the Viet Minh, fought the
People’s Republic of China. After a brutal struggle, the French
(dee-yen-bee-yen-FOO] fell in 1954, marking the end of France
Minh government took over in the north; and a noncommunist
in thesouth. : :
Under President Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-1961); the Un
support to the French but ultimately decided not to prop up Fre
perceiving that the European colonial empires were doomed (se
: - independence, communist N
communist guerrilla moveme
the noncommunist government o
was the ideological and economic
dentVietnam. :
As President John F. Kenn
hanged American policy to support i
overnment of President Ngo Dinh
Vietnam committed its military for
war with support from the Soviet Un
China. Although he knew thatt
orrupt and unpopular, Kennedy
ictory would encourage commu)
out Southeast Asia and alter the Col
He therefore significantly increased
can military-advisers and also encour
se-military officers to overthrow thy
Diem was overthrown and assassixmf
963, American military involvement
22, 1963 the unrelated assassinatio
in Dallas, Texas elevated Lyndon f
- 1969) to the American presiderncy. Hi
nal support for an unlimited U.S: milit
ventually reached 500,000 troops. Becaus
new rulers proved to be as corrupt and unpoj
ier Diem government, many South Vietn
he Viet Cong and Hanoi’s drive for natiol
Despite battlefield success in the Vietnam

) ely, the antiwar movement in th
srew in strength (see below). '
' In 1973 a treaty between North Vietnam a
~States ended U.S: invelvement in-the war
- future elections. Two years later, in violatio
_ Viet Cong and North Vietnamese troops over
Vietnamese army and- captured the southers

prive the enemy. -

Saigon, renaming it Ho'Chi Mi
ruled from the north. Ove; ami eégnom
hevictors imposed a new
;v:eI;;\rs()trn South Vietr?am left for the United stat
While the United States hadrationa'!ized its milita
its global confrontation with 'comm.um.sm,rhe cominu
Vietnam soon found itself at war with _tsacommun st D
the region. In 1975 communist tevnlutxfna ‘e,s (ghe;;(hm :
Vietnany’s western neighbor. Not unilly dm: sth;; E:x;; 1 dfeg
iilion of their fellow citizens, butthey 2150 rovoked aws :
I\?‘:e]inam in 1978. A Vietnamese force gf 1&;013 tihéa;;) :_i—?;?:fh?:f,e:éﬁ(; :]tnle Kh
ation government that lasted a decade. LU th tior
firl‘e(x’:‘;g;ges fac;ng‘ a resilient guerrilla force lh?i’[) ’eve,mual}yi cton;p;il; ﬁ;ﬂﬁ{h
Vietnamese invasion ofC,ambofasl C d;h;;f;zmmnese n 0’, ¢ ot
i hina, which favored the Cambodians. . -
Bep'l-;‘r)il:ig;i johnsonbegan his administration commiﬁedif:} a,bm;(i ﬁ
and civilrights initiatives, called the Great S_ ty, ax}d; fas :} ‘;m >
rights legislation that responded to ‘th‘e heroic campaign fof volin,
Martin Luther King, Jr. As the pnxnmlttxrl_en_l of U.8. troo -
ovement applied the tactics of the C!VII. rights moyem Ii 0
pmblemys and a rising tide of antiwar f:‘xlhes,; 118
port for Johnson, who declinedto cekreele

- trategic decisions in ) Viet
tfi;escs nuclegaf device in 1949, The United States med o
powertul hydrogen bomb in 1952 but the Soviet \Jmﬁn :
result, the United States took care not to directly chal e;\ggﬂic
pn‘w'erffrom‘ 1964) during the Korean ot Vietnamese.
v .ot confrontation, the use of threats a

issile crisis Brink-of:
nfrontation between the
tates and the Soviet
e latter's place-

ing, radiating ruin 1 of
chev (KROOSH-c &} made ar
‘economic competition, but Ame!
oric aside, both men—
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Helsinki Accords Political
and human rights agreement
signed in Helsinki, Finland, by
the Soviet Union and western
European countries.

Between 1972 and 1975 the Conference on Security and €
delegates from thirty-seven European states, the U it

saw Pact nations as a condition for broad cooperation. In
these boundaries and also called for economic, socia

more accurate missiles prompted the superpowers to
space satellites. The Soviet Union placed a small Sputnik

was on, a contest in which accomplishments in space wer
mentsin the military sphere. In 1969, when Neil A. Armsn
thefirsthurans to walkon th Americak
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