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THE COLD WAR

The end of World War II produced moving images of peace,
such as Soviet and U.S. soldiers clasping hands in camara-
derie at the Elbe River, celebrating their victory over the
Germans. But by the time Germany surrendered in the spring
of 1945, the wartime alliance between the Soviet Union, the
United States, and Great Britain was disintegrating. The one-
time partners increasingly sacrificed cooperation for their
own national interests. Within two years the alliance forged
by mutual danger gave way to a cold war between two princi-
pal rivals. It was a contest in which neither side gave way; yet,
in the end, a direct clash of arms was always avoided, hence
the term cold war.

The cold war became a confrontation for global influ-
ence principally between the United States and the Soviet
Union. It was a tense encounter between rival political and
economic systems—between liberal democracy and capital-
ism on the one hand and international communism and one-
party rule on the other. The geopolitical and ideological
rivalry between the Soviet Union and the United States and
their respective allies lasted almost five decades and affected
every corner of the world. The cold war was responsible for
the formation of military and political alliances, the creation
of client states, and an arms race of unprecedented scope.
It engendered diplomatic crises, spawned military conflicts,
and at times brought the world to the brink of nuclear anni-
hilation. Among the first manifestations of the cold war
was the division of the European continent into competing
political, military, and economic blocs—one dependent on
the United States and the other subservient to the USSR—

This famous 1942 poster of an idealized woman war worker in the United separated by what Winston Churchill in 1946 called an
States featured the archetypal “Rosie the Riveter" and coined the motto “iron curtain.”

for women meeting the challenges of the war: "We Can Do It!"

WAR PRODUCTION £O-QROINATING COMMITTEE

Despite their many differences, the

Allies were among the nations that agreed to the creation of
the United Nations (UN) in October 1945, a supranational
organization dedicated to keeping world peace and security.
The commitment to establish a new international organization
derived from Allied cooperation during the war. Unlike its
predecessor, the League of Nations (1920),

which failed in its basic mission to prevent an-

other world war, the United Nations created a

powerful Security Council responsible for main-

taining international peace. Recognizing that

peace could be maintained only if the great pow-

ers were in agreement, the UN founders made

certain that the Security Council consists of five

permanent members and six rotating elected

members. The United States, the Soviet Union,

Great Britain, France, and China—the members

of the full Allied alliance in World War II—are

the five permanent powers, and their unanimous
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vote is required on all substantive matters. The decisions of

the Security Council are binding on all members.

Despite this initial cooperation, the wartime unity of the
former Allies began to crack. Even before the defeat of Germany,
the Allies had expressed differences over the future of Poland
and eastern European nations liberated and subsequently oc-
cupied by the Soviet Red Army. On the surface, all sides agreed
at the wartime conference at Yalta to “the earliest possible
establishment through free elections of governments responsive
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Occupied Germany, 1945-1949,
Locate the city of Berlin in Soviet-controlled territory.

How was it possible for the British, American, and French to maintain
their zones of control in Berlin, given such geographic distance from
western Germany?
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to the will of the people.” A determined Joseph Stalin, how.
ever, insisted on “friendly” governments that were controlleq
by the Soviet Union in order to safeguard against any future
threat from Germany. From the American and British per-
spectives, Stalin’s intentions signaled the permanent Sovigg
domination of eastern Europe and the threat of Soviet-
influenced communist parties coming to power in the democ-
racies of western Europe. Their worst fears were realized in
1946 and 1947, when the Soviets helped bring communist
governments to power in Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, and
Poland. Communists had previously gained control in Albania
and Yugoslavia in 1944 and 1945.

(communist) peoples. Articulated partly in response to crises
in Greece and Turkey, where communist movements seemed
to threaten democracy and U.S. strategic interests, the Truman
Doctrine starkly drew the battle lines of the cold war. As
President Harry Truman (1884-1972) explained to the U.S.
Congress: “At the present moment in world history nearly
every nation must choose between alternative ways of life.
] believe that it must be the policy of the United States to sup-
port free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by
armed minorities or by outside pressures.” The United States
then committed itself to an interventionist foreign policy,
dedicated to the “containment” of communism, which meant
. . preventing any further expansion of Soviet influence.

Truman Doctrine The enunciation of the Truman Doctrine
on 12 March 1947 crystallized the new U.S. perception of a

world divided between *“free” (democratic) and “enslaved” Marshall Plan As an economic adjunct to the Truman

Doctrine, the U.S. government developed a plan to help shore
up the destroyed infrastructures of western Europe. The
European Recovery Program, commonly called the Marshall
Plan after U.S. Secretary of State George C. Marshall
(1880-1959), proposed to rebuild European economies through
cooperation and capitalism, forestalling communist or Soviet
influence in the devastated nations of Europe. Proposed in
1947 and funded in 1948, the Marshall Plan provided more
than $13 billion to reconstruct western Europe. Although
initially included in the nations invited to participate in the
Marshall Plan, the Soviet Union resisted what it saw as capi-
talist imperialism and countered with a plan for its own satel-
lite nations. The Soviet Union established the Council for
Mutual Economic Assistance (COMECON) in 1949, offering
increased trade within the Soviet Union and eastern Europe as
an alternative to the Marshall Plan.
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Military Alliances The creation of the U.S.-sponsored
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the Soviet-
controlled Warsaw Pact signaled the militarization of the
cold war. In 1949 the United States established NATO as a
regional military alliance against Soviet aggression. The
original members included Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
France, Great Britain, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, and the United States. The
intent of the alliance was to maintain peace in postwar
Europe through collective security, which implied that a
Soviet attack on any NATO member was an attack against
all of them. NATO assumed a more structural military focus
with the Soviet Union’s detonation of its first atomic bomb
in 1949 and with the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950.
When NATO admitted West Germany and allowed it to
rearm in 1955, the Soviets formed the Warsaw Pact as a
countermeasure. A military alliance of seven communist
European nations, the Warsaw Pact matched the collective
defense policies of NATO.

— Sl (

A Divided Germany The fault lines of cold war Europe
were most visible in Germany. An international crisis arose
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there in 1948-1949 when the Soviet Union pressured the west-
ern powers to relinquish their jurisdiction over Berlin. After
the collapse of Hitler’s Third Reich, the forces of the United
States, the Soviet Union, Britain, and France occupied
Germany and its capital, Berlin, both of which they divided
for administrative purposes into four zones. When the west-
ern powers decided to merge their occupation zones in
Germany—including their sectors in Berlin—the Soviets
retaliated by blockading all road, rail, and water links be-
tween Berlin and western Germany.

Blockade and Airlift In the first serious test of the cold
war, the Americans and the British responded with an airlift
designed to keep West Berlin’s inhabitants alive, fed, and
warm. For eleven months, in a daunting display of airpower,
American and British aircrews flew around-the-clock missions
to supply West Berlin with the necessities of life. Tensions
remained high during the airlift, but the cold war did not turn
hot. Stymied by British and U.S. resolve, the Soviet leader-
ship called off the blockade in May 1949. In the aftermath of
the blockade, the U.S., British, and French zones of occupa-
tion coalesced to form the Federal Republic of Germany
(West Germany) in May 1949. In October the German
Democratic Republic (East Germany) emerged out of the
Soviet zone of occupation. A similar process repeated itself
in Berlin, which was deep within the Soviet zone. The Soviet
sector formed East Berlin and became the capital of the new

Barbed wire and a concrete wall in front of the Brandenburg Gate in
Berlin symbalized the cold war division of Eurape.




878 Part 7 Ci y Global

East Germany. The remaining three sectors united to form
‘West Berlin, and the West German capital moved to the small
town of Bonn.

By 1961 the communist East German state
was hemorrhaging from a steady drain of refugees who pre-
ferred life in capitalist West Germany. Between 1949 and
1961 nearly 3.5 million East Germans—many of them young
and highly skilled—left their homeland, much to the embar-
rassment of East Germany’s communist leaders. In August
1961 the communists reinforced their fortification along the
border between East and West Germany, following the con-
struction of a fortified wall that divided the city of Berlin. The
wall, which began as a layer of barbed wire, quickly turned
into a barrier several layers deep, replete with watchtowers,
searchlights, antipersonnel mines, and border guards ordered
to shoot to kill. The Berlin Wall accomplished its purpose of
stemming the flow of refugees, though at the cost of shaming
a regime that obviously lacked legitimacy among its own
people.

While the Berlin
Wall physically divided east and west, ideologies and culture
philosophically fractured the Soviet Union and the United
States. Somewhat ironically, despite their intense competi-
tion, societies in the Soviet Union and the United States
came to resemble one another in some ways, especially in
their internal censorship policies. In the United States, cold
war concerns about the spread of communism reached
deeply into the domestic sphere. Politicians, agents of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), educators, and social
commentators warned of communist spies trying to under-
mine the institutions of U.S. life. Senator Joseph McCarthy
(1909-1957) became infamous in the early 1950s for his
largely unsuccessful but nonetheless intimidating quest to
expose communists in the U.S. government. Thousands of
citizens who supported any radical or liberal cause—especially
those who were or once had been members of the Com-
munist Party—Iost their jobs and reputations after being
deemed risks to their nation’s security. The culture industry,
and Hollywood in particular, came under great scrutiny,
limiting much overt criticism of the United States and its
foreign policies.

In the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, cold war ideolo-
gies also profoundly influenced domestic culture and politics.
After the war, Stalin imposed Soviet economic planning on
governments in Eastern Europe and expected the peoples of
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe to conform to anticapi-
talist ideological requirements. Rebellious artists and novel-
ists found themselves silenced or denounced in a mirrored
form of the McCarthyism evident in the United States. This
policy of repression relaxed somewhat after Stalin’s death
in 1953, but there remained limits on Soviet liberalization.
Soviet troops cracked down on Hungarian rebels in 1956,
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and Soviet novelist Boris Pasternak (1890-1960), ayg, or of
Doctor Zhivago, was not allowed to receive his Nobe] PﬁZe?
Literature in 1958. There is little doubt that societies anq cul"
tures in the Soviet Union and the United States Underwen;
dramatic transformations as a result of the imemationa]
competition between communism and capitalism, ang such
changes continued to engulf these societies as the cold yway
globalized.

The Globalization of the Cold War

The birth of a commy.
nist China simultaneously ended a long period of imperialis
intrusion in China and further transformed the cold war, s
tensibly enhancing the power of the Soviet Union and its com-
munist allies. Although China had not feen formally ruled by
an imperial power, many countries had impinged on its sover-
eignty in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. During
the 1920s, two groups had arisen to reassert Chinese control
over internal affairs: the nationalists and the communists,
When World War II broke out, these two groups had been
engaged in a civil war. After the Japanese defeat, the strategic
balance favored the communists, who inflicted heavy military
defeats on the nationalists throughout 1948 and 1949. With the
communist People’s Liberation Army controlling most of
mainland China, the national government under Jiang Jieshi
(Chiang Kai-shek) sought refuge on the island of Taiwan, tak-
ing along most of the nation’s gold reserves. Although Jiang
Jieshi continued to proclaim that the government in Taiwan
was the legitimate government of all China, Mao Zedong,
chairman of the Chinese Communist Party, proclaimed the
establishment of the People’s Republic of China on 1 October
1949. That declaration brought to an end the long period of:
imperialist intrusion in China and spawned a close relation-
ship between the world’s largest and most powerful socialist
states.

Moscow and Beijing drew closer
during the early years of the cold war. This relationship was
hardly astonishing, because the leaders of both communist
states felt threatened by a common enemy, the United States,
which sought to establish anticommunist bastions through-
out Asia. Most disconcerting to Soviet and Chinese leaders
was the American-sponsored rehabilitation of their former
enemy, Japan, and the forming of client states in South
Korea and Taiwan. The Chinese-Soviet partnership matured
during the early 1950s and took on a distinct form when
Beijing recognized Moscow’s undisputed authority in world
communism in exchange for Russian military equipment
and economic aid.

In conjunction with the commu-
nist victory in China, the unforeseen outbreak of hostilities on
the Korean peninsula in the summer of 1950 shifted the focus
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of the cold war from Europe to east Asia. At the end of World
war 11, the leaders of the Soviet Union and the United States
pad partitioned Korea along the thirty-eighth parallel of lati-
wde into a northern Soviet zone and a southern U.S. zone.
Because the superpowers were unable to agree on a frame-
work for the reunification of the country, in 1948 they con-
sented to the establishment of two separate Korean states: in
the south, the Republic of Korea, with Seoul as its capital, and
in the north, the People’s Democratic Republic of Korea, with
Pyongyang as its capital. After arming their respective clients,
each of which claimed sovereignty over the entire country,
U.S. and Soviet troops withdrew.

On the early morning of 25 June 1950, the unstable polit-
ical situation in Korea came to a head. Determined to unify
Korea by force, the Pyongyang regime ordered more than one
hundred thousand troops across the thirty-eighth parallel in a
surprise attack, quickly pushing back South Korean defenders
and capturing Seoul on 27 June. Convinced that the USSR
had sanctioned the invasion, the United States persuaded the
United Nations to adopt a resolution to repel the aggressor.
Armed with a UN mandate and supported by small armed
forces from twenty countries, the U.S. military went into ac-
tion, and within months had pushed the North Koreans back
to the thirty-eighth parallel. However, sensing an opportunity
to unify Korea under a pro-U.S. government, they pushed on
into North Korea and within a few weeks had occupied
Pyongyang. Subsequent U.S. advances toward the Yalu River
on the Chinese border resulted in Chinese intervention in the
Korean conflict. A combined force of Chinese and North
Koreans pushed U.S. forces and their allies back into the
south, and the war settled into a protracted stalemate near
the original border at the thirty-eighth parallel. After two
more years of fighting that raised the number of deaths to
three million—mostly Korean civilians—both sides finally
agreed to a cease-fire in July 1953. The failure to conclude a
peace treaty ensured that the Korean peninsula would remain
in a state of suspended strife that constantly threatened to en-
gulf the region in a new round of hostilities.

Beyond the human casualties and physical damage it
wrought, the Korean conflict also encouraged the globaliza-
tion of the U.S. strategy of containment. Viewing the North
Korean offensive as part of a larger communist conspiracy to
conquer the world, the U.S. government extended military
protection and economic aid to the noncommunist govern-
ments of Asia. It also entered into security agreements that
culminated in the creation of the Southeast Asian Treaty
Organization (SEATO), an Asian counterpart of NATO. By
1954 U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969),
who had contemplated using nuclear weapons in Korea,
asserted the famous domino theory. This strategic theory
rationalized worldwide U.S. intervention on the assumption
that if one country became communist, neighboring ones
would collapse to communism the way a row of dominoes
falls sequentially until none remains standing. Subsequent
U.S. administrations extended the policy of containment to
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areas beyond the nation’s vital interests and applied it to local
or imagined communist threats in Central and South America,
Africa, and Asia.

Despite the
assumptions of U.S. leaders, there was no one monolithic i
communist force in global politics, as was demonstrated by
the divisions between Chinese and Soviet communists that
appeared over time. The Chinese had embarked on a crash
program of industrialization, and the Soviet Union rendered
valuable assistance in the form of economic aid and technical
advisors. By the mid-1950s the Soviet Union was China’s
principal trading partner, annually purchasing roughly half of
all Chinese exports. Before long, however, cracks appeared in
the Soviet-Chinese alliance. From the Chinese perspective,
Soviet aid programs were far too modest and had too many
strings attached. By the end of 1964, the rift between the
Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of China became em-
barrassingly public, with both sides engaging in name-calling.
In addition, both nations openly competed for influence in
Africa and Asia, especially in the nations that had recently
gained independence. The fact that the People’s Republic had
conducted successful nuclear tests in 1964 enhanced its pres-
tige. An unanticipated outcome of the Chinese-Soviet split
was that many countries gained an opportunity to pursue a
more independent course by playing capitalists against com-
munists and by playing Soviet communists against Chinese
communists.

A central feature of the cold
war world was a costly arms race and the terrifying prolifer-
ation of nuclear weapons. The Soviet Union had broken the
U.S. monopoly on atomic weaponry by testing its own
atomic bomb in 1949, but because the United States was
determined to retain military superiority and because the
Soviet Union was equally determined to reach parity with
the United States, both sides amassed enormous arsenals of
nuclear weapons and developed a multitude of systems for
deploying those weapons. In the 1960s and beyond, the
superpowers acquired so many nuclear weapons that they
reached the capacity for mutually assured destruction, or
MAD. This balance of terror, while often frightening, tended
to restrain the contestants and stabilize their relationship,
with one important exception.

Ironically, the cold war con-
frontation that came closest to unleashing nuclear war took
place not at the expected flashpoints in Europe or Asia but on
the island of Cuba. In 1959 a revolutionary movement headed by
Fidel Castro Ruz (1926-) overthrew the autocratic Fulgencio
Batista y Zaldivar (1901-1973), whose regime had gone to
great lengths to maintain the country’s traditionally subservi-
ent relationship with the United States, especially with the
U.S. sugar companies that controlled Cuba’s economy. Fidel
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The visceral beauty of nuclear explosions, such as this one in the Marshall Islands in 1954
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Castro’s new regime gladly accepted a Soviet offer of massive
economic aid—including an agreement to purchase half of
Cuba’s sugar production—and arms shipments. In return for
the Soviet largesse, Castro declared his support for the USSR’s
foreign policy. In December 1961 he confirmed the U.S. gov-
ernment’s worst suspicions when he publicly announced: “T
have been a Marxist-Leninist all along, and will remain one
until I die.”

Bay of Pigs Invasion Cuba's alignment with the Soviet
Union spurred the U.S. government to action. Newly elected
president John F. Kennedy (1917-1963) authorized a clandes-
tine invasion of Cuba to overthrow Castro and his supporters.
In April 1961 a force of fifteen hundred anti-
Castro Cubans trained, armed, and transported by

Cuba at a place cailed the Bay of Pigs. The ar-
rival of the invasion force failed to incite a hoped-
for internal uprising, and when the promised
American air support failed to appear, the inva-
sion quickly fizzled. Within three days, Castro’s
military had either captured or killed the entire
invasion force. The Bay of Pigs fiasco dimin-
ished U.S. prestige, especially in Latin America.
It also, contrary to U.S. purposes, actually strength-
ened Castro’s position in Cuba and encouraged

the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) landed on Thin kin g abo ut EN C O U NT ER S

This propaganda poster

celebrated the leadership of
Fidel Castro during his rise to
revolutionary power in Cuba.

him to accept the deployment of Soviet nuclear missiles in
Cuba as a deterrent to any future invasion.

Cuban Missile Crisis On 26 October 1962 the United States
learned that Soviet technicians were assembling launch sites
for medium-range nuclear missiles on Cuba. The deployment
of nuclear missiles that could reach targets in the United
States within minutes represented an unacceptable threat
to U.S. national security. Thus President John F. Kennedy
issued an ultimatum, calling on the Soviet leadership to
withdraw all missiles from Cuba and stop the arrival of
additional nuclear armaments. To back up his demand,
Kennedy imposed an air and naval quarantine on the island

=)
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nation. The superpowers seemed poised for nuclear con-
frontation, and for two weeks the world’s peoples held their
collective breath. After two weeks, finally realizing the im-
minent possibility of nuclear war, the Soviet government
yielded to the U.S. demands. In return, Soviet Premier
Nikita Khrushchev (1894-1971) extracted an open pledge
from Kennedy to refrain from attempting to overthrow
Castro’s regime and a secret deal to remove U.S. missiles
from Turkey. The world trembled during this Cuban missile
crisis, awaiting the apocalypse that potentially lurked be-
hind any superpower encounter.

Dissent, Intervention,
and Rapprochement

Even before the Cuban missile crisis, de-
velopments within the Soviet Union caused serious changes in
eastern Europe. Within three years of Joseph Stalin’s death in
1953, several communist leaders startled the world when they
openly attacked Stalin and questioned his methods of rule.
The most vigorous denunciations came from Stalin’s succes-
sor, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev, who embarked on a
policy of de-Stalinization, that is, the end of the rule of terror
and the partial liberalization of Soviet society. Government
officials removed portraits of Stalin from public places, re-
named institutions and localities bearing his name, and com-
missioned historians to rewrite textbooks to deflate Stalin’s
reputation. The de-Stalinization period, which lasted from
1956 to 1964, also brought a “thaw” in government control
and resulted in the release of millions of political prisoners.
With respect to foreign policy, Khrushchev emphasized the
possibility of “peaceful coexistence” between different social
systems and the achievement of communism by peaceful
means. This change in Soviet doctrine reflected the recogni-
tion that a nuclear war was more likely to lead to mutual anni-
hilation than to victory.

The new political climate in the
Soviet Union tempted communist leaders elsewhere to exper-
iment with domestic reforms and seek a degree of indepen-
dence from Soviet domination. Eastern European states also
tried to become their own masters, or at least to gain a measure
of autonomy from the Soviet Union. The nations of the Soviet
bloc did not fare well in those endeavors. East Germans had
an uprising crushed in 1953, but the most serious challenge to
Soviet control came in 1956 from nationalist-minded commu-
nists in Hungary. When the communist regime in Hungary
embraced the process of de-Stalinization, large numbers of

Hungarian citizens demanded democracy and the breaking of
ties to Moscow and the Warsaw Pact. Soviet leaders vieweq
those moves as a serious threat to their security system. In the
late autumn of 1956, Soviet tanks entered Budapest anq
crushed the Hungarian uprising.

Twelve years after the Hungarian tragedy, Soviets again
intervened in eastern Europe, this time in Czechoslovakia,
In 1968 the Communist Party leader, Alexander Dubgek
(1921-1992), launched a “democratic socialist revolution.” He
supported a liberal movement known as the “Prague Spring”
and promised his fellow citizens “socialism with a human face.”
The Czechs’ move toward liberal communism aroused fear
in the Soviet Union because such ideas could lead to the
unraveling of Soviet control in eastern Europe. Intervention
by the Soviet and Warsaw Pact forces brought an end to the
Prague Spring. Khrushchev’s successor, Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev
(1906-1982), justified the invasion of Czéthoslovakia by the
Doctrine of Limited Sovereignty. This policy, more commonly
called the “Brezhnev doctrine,” reserved the right to invade any
socialist country that was deemed to be threatened by internal
or external elements “hostile to socialism.” The destruction of
the dramatic reform movement in Czechoslovakia served to
reassert Soviet control over its satellite nations in eastern
Europe and led to tightened controls within the Soviet Union.

Amid those complications of the cold war and the
challenges issuing from allies and enemies alike, Soviet and
U.S. leaders began adjusting to the reality of an unmanageable
world—a reality they could no longer ignore. By the late
1960s the leaders of the Soviet Union and the United States
agreed on a policy of détente, or a reduction in hostility, trying
to cool the costly arms race and slow their competition in de-
veloping countries. Although détente did not resolve the deep-
seated antagonism between the superpowers, it did signal the
relaxation of cold war tensions and prompted a new spirit of
cooperation. The spirit of détente was most visible in negotia-
tions designed to reduce the threat posed by strategic nuclear
weapons. The two cold war antagonists cooperated despite the
tensions caused by the U.S. incursion into Vietnam, Soviet
involvement in Angola and other African states, and contin-
ued Soviet repression of dissidents in eastern Europe. Like-
wise symbolic of this rapprochement between democratic and
communist nations were the state visits in 1972 to China and
the Soviet Union made by U.S. President Richard Nixon
(1913-1994). Nixon had entered politics in 1946 on the basis
of his service in World War II and his staunch belief in anti-
communism, and his trips to the two global centers of com-
munism suggested a possible beginning to the end of World
War Il and,cold war divisions.

1937
1937
1939
1939
1940
1941
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1945
1945
1947
1948
1949
1949
1950-1953
1961
1962

Chapter 36 New Conflagrations: World War |l and the Cold War

Invasion of China by Japan

The Rape of Nanjing
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Invasion of Poland by Germany

Fall of France, Battle of Britain
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Attack on Pearl Harbor by Japan

U.S. victory at Midway

Soviet victory at Stalingrad
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Capture of Berlin by Soviet forces
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Marshall Plan
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Korean War
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Cuban missile crisis

883




884 Part 7

SUMMARY

At the end of World War 11, it was possible for a U.S. marine to enjoy
the hospitality of a Japanese family in Nagasaki, but not for Soviet
and U.S. troops to continue embracing in camaraderie. World War I1
was a total global war that forced violent encounters between peo-
ples and radically altered the political shape of the world. Beginning
with Japan and China in 1931, this global conflagration spread to
Europe and its empires and to the Pacific Ocean and the rest of Asia.
Men, women, and children throughout the world became intimate
with war as victims of civilian bombing campaigns, as soldiers and
war workers, and as slave laborers and comfort women. When the
Allies defeated the Axis powers in 1945, destroying the German and
Japanese empires, the world had to rebuild as another war began.
The end of the war saw the breakup of the alliance that had defeated
Germany and Japan, and within a short time the United States and
the Soviet Union and their respective allies squared off against each
other in a cold war, a rivalry waged primarily on political, eco-
nomic, and prof da fronts. A | lasting reali in
world politics came about after World War 11 as colonial nations
gained independence through the process of decolonization.
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